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Building for Coming Generations 
Providing Permanence in Missions 

Hi, this is Digger the Gopher. I live at 431 ½ N Oakwood Rd in my burrow behind Joe 
and Fae’s house.  It has been a l-o-n-g and c-o-l-d winter. After the second ice storm in 
December, Joe and Fae bailed out on me and went South, leaving the tending of the 
ponderosa to Joe’s mother, Ruby, who has been doing a great job.  Sometime after 
Thanksgiving, Joe loaded Fae and three chain saws in the motor home and went to 
Choctaw, OK (east of OK City), to assist some church members of Harmony Christian 
Church where Kevin Pigg is minister.  Joe spent two days sawing limbs due to damage 
from one of the ice storms. Joe presented the work at Community Christian Church 
at Durant, OK.  They spent Christmas at grand daughter Landree’s home (Nathan & 
Anndria) in McKinney, TX. Jude, Celesta & Caden stopped at McKinney for Christmas 
with them on their way to the Champagne’s house in Bastrop, TX. Then Joe preached 
at Woodland Christian Church in Timpson, TX, presented their work to folks of 
Pineville Christian Church, Pineville, LA.; then South City Christian church, Lake 
Charles, LA., and finally at Grace Christian Church at Katy, TX.  They eventually 
ended up in Brownsville, TX parking their motor home behind Central Christian church 
where John Phillips is minister. 
They finally arrived  back home in the middle of February and woke me up from my  
hibernation to write this dumb letter.  I’m going to talk to Joe about taking me with him 
next year when he goes  back to Brownsville.  It’s not fair for  him to be in warm and 
sunny south Texas while I’m up here shivering through a long and cold winter.  There’s 
something not right about that picture. 
P.S. Joe got a preaching job at the First Christian Church at Pond Creek, OK for the 
next two months. He’s looking forward to this assignment of sharing the good news 
with the fine folk at Pond Creek. 
Sure glad to have Joe and Fae back on the ponderosa but I’m not looking forward to 
Joe firing up the dreaded lawnmower. 

Digger 

Personal Note: While we were in Brownville, TX, Fae’s sister Norma Lee, who lived in 
the Methodist Home, became ill and spent a week in the hospital. After a week back in the 
nursing home, she was readmitted to the hospital.  Fae and Joe flew home.  Norma passed away 
on January 12, 2008 two days after her 66th birthday.  Norma was a beautiful person meeting 
many challenges in life head on.  We appreciated her wit and charming personality.  She has 
received her new body without any limitations. We are very appreciative of the many cards, 
phone calls , and emails.

 Berlin, Illinois

Volunteers Needed 
You are invited to be a part of our first domestic project in 2008!!  Warren Brosi 
and the fine folk at Berlin Christian Church have invited all the World Mission 
Builders’ volunteers to come help erect their new worship/educational facility.  This 
project promises to be very exciting and rewarding.  Berlin is located west of 
Springfield, Illinois. The church will provide three meals a day, housing in church 
members’ homes, and RV hookups.  The dates are April 11-24, 2008.  Bring both 
winter and spring clothes as we do not know which way the weather may break. 
We are praying for warm sunshiny spring days.  Our goal is complete the framing, 
apply the shingles and install the windows.  We are looking forward to having a 
large number of volunteers from both WMB and the church which will make the 
work easy and fun. We will be using the panelized building components provided 
by Truss Slater in Virden, Illinois, like the ones we’ve used on other projects. 
Please let us know of your plans to participate.  Warren Brosi, minister, office 
217.488.6204, cell 217.836.5066, www.berlinchristianchurch.org Joe Wilson, project 
coordinator, cell 580.747.2550. Directions:  At Springfield, ILLINOIS, look for I-72 
WEST (Jacksonville). Take I-72 West toward Jacksonville.  Go about 15 miles 
west. Take Exit 82, “New Berlin”. At stop sign off at exit ramp, turn right (north). 
You will go through a set of “S-curves” and then to another stop sign.  Turn right 
(east) at stop sign. Go about ½ mile.  Berlin Christian Church is on your left.  FYI – 
the new church location is ½ mile east of present location on the corner of Old 
Jacksonville Road and Wake Road. 

Grace, Mindoro, Philippines 
April 14-25, 2008\ 

A short term mission group of 7 Americanos will be going to Grace, Mindora, 
Philippines to build a church building.  The WMB volunteers will be assisted by 16 
Filipino preachers. We are excited about building more Church buildings on 
Mindoro in the future as we try to capture this island for Christ as we have several 
other islands. We also hope that this trip produces a team of Filipino preachers 
that can build their own building.  Many have been building with us for several 
years and we hope to give them an opportunity to show us what they have learned 
as we provide the money for materials and they provide the volunteer labor.  This 
will allow WMB to build more buildings for the Lord.  Pray for this trip as follows: 
souls to be won, travel safety (Filipinos are coming from 5 different islands), work 
safety and completion, and that we establish this core work team for the Lord.  Go 
ahead and send in your $7500.00 for another building and we will put it to work in 
2008! Bro Ed (Ed Thomas, Director of World Mission Builders) 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

2008 
April 11-24 Berlin, Illinois. Build 
a new worship/educational facility 
for Berlin Christian Church. 
(relocation) 
April 14-25 build a chapel at 
Grace, Mindoro, Philippines. 
*July 7-18 Build a Chapel at Jala 
Jala, Luzon, Philippines.  Also 
we’ll build a Sunday School room 
addition on the Caniogan Church 
nearby. 
July 26-31 Old Fashion Family 
Camp, Kiamichi 40 Acres, 
Honobia, OK - Wilson brothers in 
charge again this year. 
Oct 17-29 Oklahoma City, OK 
build a new worship/educational 
building for new congregation 
Westside Christian Church 
Oct 20-31 build a chapel at Ilo Ilo, 
Philippines 

*NEW DATES!! 

Contact Ed Thomas for overseas 
projects @ 620.856.2877 or 
wmbed@juno.com 
Contact Joe Wilson for domestic 
projects @ 580.747.2550 or 
wmbjoe@churchgrowthministries 
.net 



      
 
 

                   
                                                                                      

 

 
                   
                                                                                                                                                            
 
                                                   
                                                        
                                                 

 

 

 
 

              
    

  
   

 
   

   
 

   
  

  
 

  
  

 
 

  

    
 

   

    
    

 
 

   
 

  
 

    
     

    
    

   
    

   
  

     

   
  

  
  

   
 

                                                 

 
 
              

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
    

  
  

   
  

 
  

   
 

  

   

    
  

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 

 
 

  
 

       
 

 

CHURCH FOR SALE 
One of our premier programs that is really producing some significant results is our 
“church for sale” program.  Since 2006 we have sold over a dozen churches to 
individuals and various congregations.  World Mission Builders are able to build a 
church building in a third world country i.e. Mexico or Philippines for about 
$7,500.00.  We are challenging individuals and/or churches to buy your own 
church.  This means that you would sponsor the building of a complete church for 
$7,500.00.   In return we will give you a 16” x 20” picture plaque to be displayed 
in your home or your church as an ongoing reminder and testimony of a church 
building that is being used as a tool to preach and baptize.  We currently have 
requests for church buildings in the Philippines and in Mexico.  If you would like to 
buy your own church, please give Joe a call at 580.747.2550 or email him at 
wmbjoe@churchgrowthministries.net. 
P.S. if you’d like to dedicate a church building to someone, we can place a 
cornerstone in the church building. 

Dominican Church Photo by Dennis Green 

Old Fashion Family Camp – Christ’s 40 Acres – Kiamichi Mts, OK 
July 25-31, 2008 

It’s time to make plans for your family vacation.  The Wilson Brothers have been invited to sponsor the 
OFFC again this year.  Phil will be the evening preacher, David will lead the morning devotions, Murray 
Hollis will be leading the singing, Sherry Wright will be doing the Hobo Dinner in the Deep Dark Woods, 
we’ll have the late night grand ole’ opry & Gospel sing, there will be 4 wheeler trips, tin can shoot, fishing 
derby, and much much more.  Lots of RV hook ups available or pitch your tent. Food available in the 
cafeteria or fix your own. We’ll be renovating a rustic cabin.  A limited number of accommodations are 
available for those who call immediately 580.244.3473.  See you there for the time of your life. ☺

Tepic, Mexico - Project 

  Photo by Travis Sheets    Photo by Kay Reed 
Ed Thomas, Director of World Mission Builders writes – We built two dormitory buildings on the Bible Institute’s Campus.  One of 
which will be used temporarily as a chapel.  We had 9 decisions while holding street meetings and baptized 5 in a pool on campus.  
WMB is assisting in building Bible Colleges and Church Camps scattered all over Mexico.  The camps will produce preacher 
candidates and the Colleges will provide education as the Church continues to expand in Mexico.  We appreciate those who went on 
this trip and for the sponsors. 

World Mission Builders 
Board of Directors: 
Ed & Pat Thomas, Director of WMB 
Contact at wmbed@juno.com 
8160 S.E. Star Rd 
Baxter Springs KS 66713 
Phone: 620.856.2877 

-Jim & Rhonda Bowyer 
Contact at wmbjim@juno.com 
-Dorsey & Janet Edwards 
-Ken & Nan Scott 

Wayne & Marlene Duhon  
Special Projects 
Contact at 
wmbwayne@consolated.net
Coordinators: 
Landon & Lorraine Deviller  
Mexico Project Coordinator 
Contact at lorrland@sbcglobal.net 

Joe & Fae Wilson 
Domestic Project Coordinators 
Contact at 
wmbjoe@churchgrowthministries.net 
431 N Oakwood Rd 
Enid OK 73703-3711 
Phone: 580.747.2550 

Travis Sheets contact at 
wmbtrav@yahoo.com 

MINISTRY REVIEW 
It is hard to believe Fae and I are 
beginning our ninth year of working with 
World Mission Builders.  The work of World 
Mission Builders is one of the best untold 
stories in our brotherhood.  WMB was started 
by Ed Thomas in 1975 when he led a group of 
volunteers to build a church building in 
Africa.  The purpose of the building project 
was to give permanence in missions to a 
group of believers who had recently been 
baptized.  Since that time, WMB has used 
volunteers to build over 215 churches and 
para-church buildings literally around the 
world. The most recent project was the 
building of two dormitory/chapel buildings 
for the Bible Institute in Tepic, Mexico. In 
addition to building projects, 9 people were 
baptized during the project and the 
subsequent week.  Not only do we build but 
we are also serious about fulfilling the 
great commission of preaching and baptizing. 
When we build a church building, one of the 
first things we build is a baptistery. 
Since 1999 when Fae and I began our work 
with World Mission Builders, we have 
participated in 46 projects: 13 overseas, 33 
domestic projects.  We have had the unique 
experience of traveling to the Dominican, 
Philippines, and Mexico as well as many 
parts of the U.S. 

By 
using our time and 

talent for the Lord, we have been blessed 
beyond measure. Fae and I have experienced 
the truth of our Lord’s statement when He 
said “it is more blessed to give than to 
receive”.  We would like to encourage our 
readers to become a WMB volunteer. Make 
plans now to go with us this year. It is 
indeed very rewarding. 
We have just returned from a few weeks in 
Brownsville, Texas.  We have been drawing 
plans for building projects at Brownsville, 
TX; Matamoros, Tamaulipas, Mexico; and Nuevo 
Laredo, Tamaulipas, Mexico. We are looking 
forward to joining up with several of you 
sometime in 2008 as we labor together on 
future projects.  

]Éx 9 Ytx 

Joe, Fae, Nathan w/ Landree, Anndria, Celesta, Jude w/ Caden (photographer-Celesta) 

Financial update

: 
In October/November and again in December/ 
January, Fae and I made two missionary trips for 
the purpose of raising funds for church buildings 
as well as raising personal support. 

Your monthly contribution to Church Growth 
Ministries empowers us to continue our work 
with World Mission Builders.  We have need of 
new investors for 2008.  We’d love to have you 
as a new supporting partner. Please send your 
tax deductible contributions to Church Growth 
Ministries, Dr R Joe Wilson, 431 N Oakwood 
Rd, Enid, OK 73703-3711. 

MINISTRY NEEDS: 
� Monthly support of $40 for Filipino Bible 

College Students. 

� Airplane to be used in fund raising 

� Late model highway car. 

� A good serviceable motor home or 5th 

wheel.  

� $1400 for chairs for new chapel in the 
Philippines 

� Money for land purchase in Tubigon, 
Bohol, Philippines on which to build a 
church 

� Money donated to get the lands 
registered for Journey Badinas, preacher 
at Bohol, and where Henry Philapil 
preaches in Getafe, Bohol, Philippines 

Contact Joe Wilson 580.747.2550 or Ed Thomas 
wmbed@juno.com or 620.856.2877 

bâÜ VÉÅÅ|áá|ÉÇM 
ZÉ tÇw Åt~x w|áv|ÑÄxá Éy tÄÄ 
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tÇw àxtv{|Çz à{xÅ àÉ Éuxç 
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